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THIS REPORT SUMMARIZES ALL PERTINENT INEORMATION AVAILABLE TO 
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THE EMBASSY AS OF 2000 MARCH 23. 

SUMMARY AND HIGHLIGHTS 

I: ICCS: HUNGDEL/ POLDEL WITHDRAWS FROM TRI TON. 

II: FPJMC: USDEL REVEALS A NEW SAM ACTIVITY AT KHE SANH; 

LIMITED TRUCE TO ALLOW MEDEVAC AT TONLE CHAM BEING ARRANGED 

III: GVN/ PRG BILATERAL CONSULTATIONS; NO AGREEMENT REACHED IN 
SECOND SESSION. 

IV: COMMUNISTS INITIATE 8247 CEASEFIRE VIOLATION. 

V: MR 1 : ICCS CALLS OFF CUA VIET BATTLE INVESTIGATION; VC/ NVA 
OFEENSIVE PREDICTED EOR QUANG TIN. 

VI: MR 2: KONTUM ICCS TEAM GOES INTO EIELD FOR FIRST TIME; 

GVN AND VC MILITARY ACTION FORESEEN IN BINH DINH. 

VII; MR-3: MILITARY THREAT INCREASES IN PHUOC TUY; 

REGION V ICCS TEAM IN DOLDRUMS. 

VIII: MR-4: INCIDENT RATE DROPS OFF; MR 4 CG CONFIDENT HE 
CAN DENY PORT OF ENTRY TO VC/ NVA IN MR 4. 

PARTI - ICCS 

1 . DESPITE LAST MINUTE EEFORTS BY CANDEL REPRESENTATIVE IN 
TRI TON, HUNGDEL/ POLDEL TEAMS WITHDREW FROM TRI TON SITE THIS 
MORNING BY ICCS HELICOPTER ( SEPTEL). POLDEL HAD REQUESTED 
HELICOPTER TO MAKE ROUTINE ADMINISTRATIVE FLIGHT TO TRI TON. 
WHEN HELICOPTER ARRIVED, POLDEL/ HUNGDEL TEAMS JUMPED ON 
AIRCRAFT. CANDEL TRIED TO DELAY DEPARTURE BY GETTING 
DECISION FROM SAIGON ICCS MILITARY COMMITTEE REGARDING 
WITHDRAWAL WHILE HUNGDEL/ POLDEL WAITED ON BOARD CHOPPER. 
WITH CANDEL REP STILL PROTESTING, HUNGDEL/ POLDEL TEAMS 
TOOK OFE AND RETURNED TO CAN THO. 

2. CANDEL OPERATIONS CENTER REPORTS THAT INVESTIGATIONS OF 
RACH BAP AND TONLE CHAM REMAIN STALLED WITH ICCS INVESTIGATION 
TEAMS STILL IN BIEN HOA WHERE THEY ARRIVED YESTERDAY FOR 
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PART II - FOUR PARTY JOINT MILITARY COMMISSION 

1 . DURING THE MARCH 23 MEETING OF THE CHIEFS OF THE FPJMC, THE 
DEPUTY CHIEF OF THE USDEL CITED EVIDENCE CONFIRMING 

THE PRESENCE OF A NEW MISSILE FIELD SITE 800 METERS EAST OF 
THE OTHER KHE SANH SITE. THE NEW SITE CONTAINS TWO OPERATIONAL 
MISSILES, RADAR AND SUPPORT EQUIPMENT. THE US DELEGATION 
ANNOUNCED THAT IT PROTESTED THIS ADDITIONAL VIOLATION OF THE 
AGREEMENT AND THAT IT RESERVED THE RIGHT TO TAKE NECESSARY 
ACTION. 

2. ALSO DURING THE MEETING OF THE CHIEFS OF DELEGATION, IT 

WAS ANNOUNCED THAT ARRANGEMENTS HAD BEEN MADE FOR A TEMPORARY 
LOCAL CEASEFIRE AT THE BESEIGED ARVN OUTPOST AT TONLE CHAM, 
EFFECTIVE AT 1500 HOURS LOCAL TIME. THE CEASEFIRE WAS TO HAVE 
PROVIDED AN OPPORTUNITY FOR A MEETING OF LOCAL COMMANDERS AND 
FOR MEDEVAC HELICOPTERS TO GO IN TO EVACUATE DEAD AND 
WOUNDED. THOUGH LIMITED IN SCOPE, THIS IS THE FIRST EXAMPLE 
OF AN ARRANGEMENT OF THIS KIND FOR SUSPENSION OF HOSTILITIES. 

LATE REPORT INDICATES TRUCE PERIOD WILL NOW START AT 0900 MAR 24. 

3. THE DEPUTY CHIEF OF THE US DELEGATION TODAY MADE A STATE- 
MENT CONCERNING THE RECENT EXCHANGE OF CORRESPONDENCE OVER PW 
RELEASE AND THE WITHDRAWAL OF REMAINING US/ FW FORCES. HE NOTED 
THAT THE PREVIOUS US LETTER OF MARCH 21 WAS MERELY A RESPONSE 

TO THE PREVIOUS DRV PROPOSAL AND DID NOT CONSTITUTE ANY 
DEFINITE AGREEMENT. THE US POSITION, GEN WICKHAM EMPHASIZED, 

IS CONTAINED IN THE LETTER OF MARCH 22, AND IS THAT THE WITH- 
DRAWAL OF US MILITARY FORCES AND ALLIES FROM THE RVN WILL BE 
COMPLETED IN ACCORDANCE WITH TERMS OF THE AGREEMENT AND COIN- 
CIDENT WITH THE RELEASE OF ALL US PW S HELD THROUGHOUT INDOCHINA. 
TODAY' S STATEMENT CITED THE REFERENCE IN DR. KISSINGER' S PRESS 
CONFERENCE OF JAN 24 TO THE EFFECT THAT " AMERICAN PRISONERS 
HELD IN LAOS AND NORTH VIETNAM WILL BE RETURNED TO THE US IN 
HANOI" AND REMINDED THE DRV DELEGATION OF THE EXISTENCE OF 
THIS UNDERSTANDING. THE US DELEGATION THUS STILL AWAITS A 
PRG/ DRV REPLY TO ITS LETTER OF MARCH 22. 

4. FPJMC DEPLOYMENT. THE EMBASSY LEARNED TODAY THAT THE PRG 
HAS REQUESTED HELICOPTER EVACUATION OF ITS FPJMC PERSONNEL 
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ASSIGNED TO CEASEFIRE REGIONV ( BIEN HOA), FOR X PLUS 60, OR 
NOT LATER THAN THE WITHDRAWAL OF DRV PERSONNEL. 

PART III - GVN/PRGBILAT 
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STRESSED NECESSITY TO TAKE UP MATTER OE ASSURING PEOPLES' 
DEMOCRATIC LIBERTIES AS EIRST ITEM OE BUSINESS. ( SEE ALSO 
USDEL ERANCE 7212.) 

3. PRIOR TO THIS MEETING, GVN CHIEF DELEGATE NGUYEN LUU VIEN 
SPOKE TO PRESS AND ON TV DENOUNCING INEILTRATION OF MEN AND 
WEAPONS INTO SOUTH VIETNAM SAYING IT WOULD AFFECT ATMOSPHERE 
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OF MEETINGS. 

4. NEXT MEETING WILL BE HELD MARCH 26. 

PART IV - COMMUNISTS INITIATE 8,247 CEASEEIRE VIOLATIONS 

VIETNAM PRESS CHARGED THAT SINCE THE CEASEFIRE WENT INTO 
EFEECT UNTIL 6:00 AM MAR 23, 8,247 COMMUNIST CEASEEIRE VIOLA- 
TIONS WERE RECORDED. GOVERNMENT TROOPS IN COUNTER- ATTACKS 
KILLED 14,695 ENEMY AND CAPTURED 209 OTHERS. ERIENDLY LOSSES 
WERE 2,962 KILLED, 14,434 WOUNDED AND 774 MISSING IN ACTION. 

IN ADDITION, 378 CIVILIANS WERE KILLED, 1,178 WERE WOUNDED AND 
951 ABDUCTED. 

PART V - MR 1 

1 . INCIDENTS ROSE IN MR I TO 35, OE WHICH 29 WERE ABES AND 5 
WERE GROUND ATTACKS. ALL THREE FIRST DIV. REGIMENTS WEST OF 
HUE EXPERIENCED CONTINUED PRESSURE. IN THE 3 RD DIV, AO IN QUANG 
NAM, THE " ARIZONA TERRITORY " AND THE QUE SON AREA HAD SEVERAL 
ABF S IN OPPOSITION TO ARVN PRESSURE. ENEMY DESTROYED BRIDGE 
ON PROVINCIAL ROAD NEAR DAI LOC. ERIENDLY ARTILLERY FIRED 

2,282 ROUNDS, 1,014 NORTH OE THE HAI VAN PASS, 1,268 SOUTH. 
THROUGHOUT THE WESTERN PORTION OP MR I, PARTICULARLY IN THE 
ASHAU VALLEY OP THUA THIEN, THERE ARE CONTINUING REPORTS OF 
ROAD BUILDING, TROOP MOVEMENT, AND RESUPPLY ACTIVITY. 

2. ON MAR 21, THE ICCS POLISH, HUNGARIAN AND INDONESIAN 
MEMBERS OF THE REGION I ICCS REPORTED TO PPJMC THAT THE 
ICCS WAS UNABLE TO INVESTIGATE THE CUA VIET BATTLE. A 
SEPARATE REPORT PORWARDED BY THE CANADIANS CITED LACK OP 
COOPERATION FROMTHE DRV/ PRG AS THE REASON POR THE PAILURE 
TO INVESTIGATE. THE REGION I ICCS HAS SO FAR FAILED TO 
REACH AGREEMENT ON A REPORT OP ITS PINDINGS REGARDING THE 

'' VINH HOA PHOUNG INCIDENT". 

3. QUANG TIN PROVINCE CHIEP ( PC), COL. DAOMONGXUAN, 

EXPRESSED TO CONGEN MAR 22 HIS CONVICTION THAT MAY OR JUNE 
WILL SEE A MAJOR COMMUNIST DEFENSIVE AGAINST MR I. XU AN 
SAID THAT COMMUNISTS ARE PLANNING TO PARTICIPATE IN GENERAL 
ELECTIONS WITHIN THREE MONTHS BUT RECOGNIZE THAT THEY HAVE 
LITTLE CHANCE OF TAKING POWER. THEY ARE THEREPORE SIMUL- 
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TANEOUSLY PREPARING TO TAKE DEFENSIVE AT A SUITABLE MOMENT 
DURING OR JUST APTER THE ELECTIONS. XUAN SAID INTELLIGENCE 
LEFT NO DOUBT AS TO COMMUNIST PLANS, AND STATED THAT 
MANY OP HIS CURRENT EPPORTS INVOLVED PREPARING HIS SECURITY 
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FORCES AND CIVIL ADMINISTRATION TO WITHSTAND THE NEXT ROUND 
OE PRESSURE EROM THE HILLS. ( CONGEN COMMENT: WE HAVE 
RECEIVED SIMILAR VIEWS EROM SEVERAL SENIOR ARVN OEFICERS IN 
THE PAST TWO WEEKS AND ARVN INTELLIGENCE REPORTS AT I CORPS 
LEVEL CONEIRM THE ENEMY BUILDUPS IN WESTERN MR I, INCLUDING 
QUANGTIN. END COMMENT.) 

PART VI- MR 2 

1 . MR 2 TODAY REPORTED NO ARVN 22 ND AND 23 RD DIV ACTIVITIES, 
CITED ONLY A EEW ENEMY- INITIATED INCIDENTS, MAINLY SMALL 
UNIT GROUND ATTACKS ON TERRITORIAL EORCE POSITIONS IN BINH 
DINH, PHU YEN AND BINH THUAN. MOST SERIOUS ACTION ANYWHERE 
IN MR 2 IS IN THANH AN DISTRICT, PLEIKU (23 RD DIV AL); IT 
INCLUDES VNAE AIRSTRIKES AND CONTINUES TO PRODUCE CASUALTIES 
ON BOTH SIDES. NEVERTHELESS, ARRO REP SAYS LAST SEVERAL 
DAYS HAVE BEEN QUIETEST IN PLEIKU SINCE JAN 28. 

2. RECENT INTELLIGENCE REPORTS BY PHU YEN S-2 INDICATE 
INCREASED ENEMY TROOP MOVEMENT IN DONG XUAN DISTRICT AND IN 
NORTHWESTERN PORTION OP TUY AN DISTRICT. GVN PORCES ARE 
PREPARING FOR POSSIBLE HEAVY CLASHES WITH VC UNITS IN THESE 
AREAS DURING NEXT TEN DAYS. 

3. KONTUM ICCS TEAM EMBARKED MAR 23 ONPIRSTPIELD 
INVESTIGATION, LOOKING INTO ALLEGED NVA/ VC ATTACK ON RE IN 
CHU PAO PASS AREA EARLIER THIS MONTH. HERETOPORE, KONTUM 
TEAM HAD INVESTIGATED BY INVITING GVN SOLDIERS TO ICCS 
COMPOUND TO GIVE TESTIMONY. DESPITE THESE ARMCHAIR PROCEDURES, 
TEAM HAS RECENTLY SUBMITTED ITS FIRST TWO REPORTS OF INVESTIGA- 
TION TO REGIONAL HQ AT PLEIKU. BOTH REPORTS CONCLUDED WITHOUT 
DISSENT THAT ENEMY HAD ATTACKED GVN POSITIONS. 

4. BAN ME THUOT ICCS TEAM NOW HAS POUR MORE INVESTIGATION 
REQUESTS PROM REGIONAL HQ IN PLEIKU; ALL CONCERN ALLEGED VC 
ATTACKS ON GVN UNITS. POLOFP SAYS GVN PROTESTS ARE INACCURATE 
OR IMPRECISE AND ARE EVIDENTEY BEING POWARDED WITHOUT 
CHECKING BY REGIONAL ICCS. PURTHERMORE, POLOPP RELIEVES 
CONFIDENTIAL 


CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 04 SAIGON 04853 02 OP 03 231405 Z 

ALLEGATIONS GVN IS PRESENTING MAY NOT BE STRONGEST ONES. 

5. ICCS/ TUY AN BOYCOTT OP HIEU XUONG DISTRICT 
EEEEEEEE 

ADPOOO 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 SAIGON 04853 03 OP 03 231429 Z 


Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


43 

ACTION EA-14 

INFO OCT-OI AF-IO EUR-25 ADP-00 SSO-00 NSCE-00 USIE-00 

CCO-00 INRE-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-09 H-02 INR-09 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-IO PA-03 RSC-OI PRS-OI SS-I4 10-12 DPW-OI 

AID-20 SR-02 ORM-03 RSR-OI /I4I W 

002403 

O R 23 1 200 Z MAR 73 
EM AMEMBASSY SAIGON 
TO SECSTATEWASHDC IMMEDIATE 9120 
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST 
CINCPAC 

AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY MANILA 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMEMBASSY PHNOM PENH 
AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
USDEL FRANCE 
USDEL JEC PARIS 
AMEMBASSY WARSAW 
AMCONSUL TANGIER 
COMUSMACV 
CDRUSAG NKP RTAFB 
RUMJPQ/ AMCONSUL DANANG 6109 
AMCONSUL NHA TRANG 
AMCONSUL BIEN HOA 
AMCONSUL CAN THO 

CONFIDENTIALSECTION3 OF 3 SAIGON 4853 

7. BINH DINH PC BEEIEVES COMMUNISTS ARE PREPARING NEW 
OFFENSIVE WHICH WOULD BEGIN SHORTLY AFTER X PLUS 60. PC 
CONCLUDED THAT HIS FORCES AND 22 ND DIV WOUED SUCCESSFUELY 
REPEL ANTICIPATED OFFENSIVE. 

PART VII- MR 3 
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I . RESIDENTS OF THE BINH BA- SUOI NGHE AREA OF DUC THANH 
DISTRICT, PHUOC TUY PROVINCE, WRE SEEN FLEEING WITH THEIR 
PERSONAL BELONGINGS DOWN LTL 2 ON MAR 22. A BATTALION OF 
THE NVA 33 RD REGIMENT WAS SAID TO HAVE INTERDICTED LTL 2 
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1-1/2 KM FROM BINH BA VILLAGE. THE POLICE TRIED, TO NO 
AVAIL, TO STOP THE PEOPLE. PHUOC TUY PC BICH AND BG DAU, 
18THDIVCG, ARE MEETING MAR 23 TO DISCUSS POSSIBLE ARVN 
ACTIONS. 

2. ICCS SOURCES AT REGION V ATTRIBUTE THE TEAM' S 
ALMOST TOTAL INACTIVITY THIS WEEK TO THE POLISH CHAIRMAN. 
INVESTIGATIONS ALREADY BEGUN ARE LANGUISHING, AND NEW 
COMPLAINTS, SUCH AS THE ATTACKS ON RVN OUTPOSTS AT TONLE CHAM 
AND RACH BAP, ARE NOT BEING ACTED UPON ( THE POLES CLAIM THE 
PRG CANNOT GUARANTEE SAFETY FOR THE ICCS AT TONLE CHAM OR 
RACH BAP). OTHER DELEGATIONS DESRIBE THE POLES AS 

POLITE AND NONPOLEMICAL, BUT FOR PROBABLY POLITICAL REASONS, 
THEY HAVE POT .FAXED THE ICCS THIS WEEK. 

3. MR 3 REPORTED 22 INCIDENTS IN THE PRECEEDING 24 HOURS 
CONSISTING OF 9 GROUND CONTACTS AND 13 ATTACKS BY FIRE. 

TONLE CHAM BASE CAMP RECEIVED 3 ATTACKS WHICH TOTALED OVER 
125 ROUNDS OF MORTAR AND 105 MM HOWITZER. NO CASUALTIES 
WERE REPORTED, AND THE SITUATION AT THE CAMP IS UNCHANGED. 

NO AIR RESUPPLY OR MEDEVAC OPERATIONS CAN BE CONDUCTED DUE 
TO HEAVY HOSTILE GROUND FIRE. PRESSURE ON RACH BAP 
OUTPOST EASED WHEN ELEMENTS OF THE 5 TH DIV REACHED THE 
OUTPOST AND SECURED THE AREA. THE BATTERED BUT UNBEATEN 
324 TH RF COMPANY OF 60 MEN WHICH HELD THE OUTPOST UNTIL 
RELIEF ARRIVED WAS REPLACED BY THE 353 RD RF COMPANY LATE 

ON MAR 21 IN LONG KHANH PROVINCE. ELEMENTS OE THE 48 TH REG WERE 
MORTATED BY AN UNKNOWN SIZE HOSTILE FORCE WHICH LATER MADE 
A GROUND PROBE. 

PART VIII: MR 4 

1. VC/ NVA INITIATED INCIDENTS DROPPED FROM A TOTAL OF 85 ON 
MAR 21 TO 41 ON MAR 22, ABOUT THE SAME AS LAST WEEK. MOST OF 
THE INCIDENTS ARE STILL ATTACKS BY FIRE, ( ABF) . ACTIVITY WAS 
PRIMARILY CONCENTRATED IN THE HONG NGU AREA, WITH INCIDENTS OF 
SECONDARY IMPORTANCE TAKING PLACE IN THE CAI CAI AREA OF KIEN 
PHONG AND TRI TON. THERE WERE TO ABF AROUND HA TIEN. TERRORIST 
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INCIDENTS CONTINUE TO AVERAGE 4 TO 5 PER DAY, MOSTLY MINES AND 
GRENADE ATTACKS. 

2. MGENNGHI, CGMR4, IN A CONVERSATION WITH CONGEN OEFICERS 
MAR 22 CLAIMED THAT " HE OWNS" ALL THE POSSIBLE ENTRY POINTS IN 
MR 4 AND THAT HIS EORCES ARE SUFFICIENTLY STRONG TO THWART 
ANY VC/ NVA ATTEMPT TO CAPTURE THEM. HE SPECIEICALLY MENTIONED 
HA TIEN, 

EEEEEEEE 
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